12 THE FIGHT FOR A FREE SEA
He was now Governor of Michigan Territory. At
sixty years of age he had no desire to gird on the
sword. He was persuaded by Madison, however,
to accept a brigadier general's commission and to
lead the force ordered to Detroit. His instruc-
tions were vague, but in June, 1812, shortly before
the declaration of war, he took command of two
thousand regulars and militia at Dayton, Ohio, and
began the arduous advance through the wilderness
towards Detroit. The adventure was launched
with energy. These hardy, reliant men knew how
to cut roads,^ to bridge streams, and to exist on
scanty rations. Until sickness began to decimate
their ranks, they advanced at an encouraging rate
and were almost halfway to Detroit when the tid-
ings of the outbreak of hostilities overtook them.
General Hull forthwith hurried his troops to the
Maumee River, leaving their camp equipment and
heavy stores behind. He now committed his first
crass blunder. Though the British controlled the
waters of Lake Erie, yet he sent a schooner ahead
with all his hospital supplies, intrenching tools,
official papers, and muster rolls. The little vessel
was captured within sight of Detroit and the docu-
ments proved invaluable to the British commander
of Upper Canada, Major General Isaac Brock, who